
COUNTRY SPECIFIC CONSIDERATIONS

ALBANIA
In this document you will find links to country specific and where appropriate, EU and worldwide
laws and regulations which will impact the sector in the short, medium and longterm. Using these
resources will help you to shape specific areas of focus for your sustainability strategy. You should
consider how these laws and planned changes will impact areas like equestrian transportation,
energy to supply your offices and waste produced through your operations and those of your
stakeholders, as well as biodiversity targets and water management.  

In addition, we have highlighted climate changes that impact upon both operations and horse
welfare. These should guide you in your short, medium and long term planning. 

Climate

In Albania, there are a number of regional climate impacts to be aware of: 

• Warming average temperatures increasing the frequency and severity of
heatwaves, drought, wildfires, and associated poor air quality particularly in urban
areas. In June 2023 Albania saw its highest recorded temperature of 40.4oC.
Regional impacts on temperature rise can be explore using this interactive map.

• Energy security risks and water stress during periods of drought or intense rainfall.
This is due to a high reliance on hydropower, which contributes for around 95% of
national energy supply. 

• Increased risk of flash flooding, due to extreme rainfall and thunderstorm events
particularly in mountainous communities. Coastal flooding in the west due to coastal
erosion, sea level rise and storm surges is also an increasing concern. Explore the
impact of sea level rise in different regions using this interactive map.

• Reduced agricultural production and biodiversity of grasslands, forests and other
environments due to droughts, desertification of the land and wildfires. 

https://www.carbonbrief.org/mapped-how-every-part-of-the-world-has-warmed-and-could-continue-to-warm/
https://coastal.climatecentral.org/map/7/0.254/40.0292/?theme=water_level&map_type=water_level_above_mhhw&basemap=roadmap&contiguous=true&elevation_model=best_available&refresh=true&water_level=1.3&water_unit=m


High stress and even a risk to life for horses and humans is possible due to intense or
prolonged, intense heatwaves, heavy rainfall, thunderstorms, flooding and other extreme
weather events. In June 2024 the Balkan region saw temperatures consistently reaching
around 40oC, also causing blackouts due to high energy demand for air conditioning.

The transport, exercise and turnout of horses will more often be restricted due to high
temperatures or unsafe conditions (i.e. floods or air pollution). This poses welfare concerns
for horses linked for example to fitness, respiratory and hoof health, and mental wellbeing. 

The health and ability to travel for equine professionals could also be severely impacted,
particularly in the warmer seasons causing issues with limited staffing at yards and events,
and the unavailability of professional services (i.e. farriers, vets). 

Postponement, or even cancellation of events during extreme weather is likely due to
safety concerns for travel and exercise and possible damage or unsuitability of
infrastructure i.e. flooding of an arena or inability to water surfaces due to drought
conditions. 

The wider spread of disease-carrying vectors populations i.e. Aedes mosquitoes is an
increasing risk in Albania. This is a higher possibility of equine infections of diseases
including West Nile Virus Equine Encephalitis viruses, African Horse Sickness, and others.
The populations of biting insects such as ticks and horseflies also flourish during warmer,
more humid conditions. 

Equine and human welfare



Land, water and resource use

Energy security and water stress is a concern during periods of drought and reduced
rainfall as Albania’s energy grid is largely powered by hydropower, contributing to around
95% of the national energy supply. This energy source faces limitations during periods of
drought which is also the time whereby energy demand for air conditioning increases. 

The agriculture sector in Albania is vulnerable to the impacts of increased drought, soil
erosion, reduced precipitation and increasing temperatures particularity in the spring and
summer. The growing periods are expected to shift, and some cereal crops, vegetables
and grasslands will likely see reduced yields and quality. Plant and livestock disease due to
increased temperatures and flooding are expected to impact produce too. There is a rise
in the reliance on irrigation for agriculture, further adding to water stress issues. 

The localised production of resources reliant on agriculture such as bedding, feed, leather
tack and other equipment may struggle to meet demand. Importing these goods will
further increase the cost and environmental footprint of products. 

Biodiversity in Albania is seeing a decline due to climate change. Forest composition is
moving from largely conifer and fir forests to Mediterranean shrub and oak woodlands,
and animal species variability is declining due to loss of or change in habitat. Wildfires,
drought, desertification and saltwater intrusion from flooding of freshwater inlets is driving
down biodiversity.

Poor biodiversity in fields used to graze horses and other animals may impact their
nutritional health and could see cost implications for feeding strategies (i.e. increased
supplementation in equine diets).  



Requirement Source

20.9% unconditional emissions reduction target by
2030 compared to business as usual

UN Nationally Determined
Contributions

Reduction of harmful aerial emissions (CO2) by 25%
by 2030

Integrated Cross Sectoral Plan for the
Coastal Belt

Establish a  monitoring, reporting and verification
system of greenhouse gases in line with EU
requirements (2020-2030)

Albania’s Fourth National
Communication to UNFCCC

Reducing use of individual vehicles by 30% through
the development of an intermodal public transport
network, and increasing efficiency of interurban
public transport network by 60% through the
creation of unified mobility networks

Integrated Cross Sectoral Plan for the
Coastal Belt

The overall 2030 renewable energy target is
subdivided into sectoral targets for electricity
(178,1%), transportation (34,6%), and heating and
cooling (16,6%).

National Strategy of Energy 2018-
2030

Emissions

The following sections provide information regarding the laws and regulations that will impact
your planning surrounding environmental changes. 

Consider these, along with your own findings, when deciding upon your short, medium and long
term strategy. 

ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS AND PLANNING

https://unfccc.int/NDCREG
https://unfccc.int/NDCREG
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/59900835/integrated-cross-sectorial-plan-for-the-coastal-belt
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/59900835/integrated-cross-sectorial-plan-for-the-coastal-belt
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/Fourth%20National%20Communication%20of%20Albania%20to%20the%20UNFCCC_EN.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/Fourth%20National%20Communication%20of%20Albania%20to%20the%20UNFCCC_EN.pdf
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/59900835/integrated-cross-sectorial-plan-for-the-coastal-belt
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/59900835/integrated-cross-sectorial-plan-for-the-coastal-belt
https://www.energy-community.org/dam/jcr:fe0195b0-afba-4d2a-9adf-0aa7cd3926da/EECG_Albania_0722.pdf
https://www.energy-community.org/dam/jcr:fe0195b0-afba-4d2a-9adf-0aa7cd3926da/EECG_Albania_0722.pdf


Requirement Source

Ban on single use plastic bags from 2021 Single Use Plastic Bag Ban

40% recycling rate by 2035
National Integrated Waste
Management Plan 2020-2035

Ambition to achieve the targets of the European
waste legislation, described in waste framework
directive (see EU sheet)

National Integrated Waste
Management Plan 2020-2035

Requirement Source

The draft law on national forests and pastures covers
forests and grasslands used to fulfil social
development activities for entertainment, recreation,
sports, etc. Including pastures, meadows and
wooded areas and scrub forest or grassland used for
grazing. Ensures the protection of such lands from
pollution and damage by gaseous, liquid, solid,
radioactive, hazardous waste, created by
industrial/agriculture/etc activities. 

It also ensures the protection of such lands from
pollution and damage by gaseous, liquid, solid,
radioactive, hazardous waste, created by
industrial/agriculture/etc activities. Including water
resources (lakes, swamps, lagoons, creeks, streams)
located within national forests and pasture fund.

Draft law on national forests and
pastures

Materials and waste

Land management

https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/albania/today-environment-fighting-plastic-pollution-albania_en
https://nicholasinstitute.duke.edu/plastics-policies/national-integrated-waste-management-plan-2020-2035
https://nicholasinstitute.duke.edu/plastics-policies/national-integrated-waste-management-plan-2020-2035
https://nicholasinstitute.duke.edu/plastics-policies/national-integrated-waste-management-plan-2020-2035
https://nicholasinstitute.duke.edu/plastics-policies/national-integrated-waste-management-plan-2020-2035
https://studiobraka.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Draft-Law-on-Forests-and-Pastures-in-R.A._Final.pdf
https://studiobraka.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Draft-Law-on-Forests-and-Pastures-in-R.A._Final.pdf


Requirement Source

No one may use water without the permission,
authorization or concession issued by water
authorities, except in cases as provided under article
13. The use of natural water resources shall be
subject to the administrative control by water
authorities. The water authorities shall comply with
the following four regimes, regulating the
administration of water resources: a) free use of
water; b) water use upon permission; c) water used
upon authorization; d) water use upon concession. 

Albanian Water Law

1. Everyone has the right to use the surface water
resources freely for drinking and other domestic
necessities and for livestock watering without
exceeding its use beyond individual and household
needs and in compliance with relevant laws and
plans of the basin councils. 2. Everyone has the right
to use banks freely for bathing and water sports. 3.
Everyone has the right to use precipitating waters
falling on private land provided that water is not
collected by artificial installations. 4. The water
authorities may restrict the free use of water over the
all country or in particular areas during periods of
water shortage, water quality damage or spread of
waterborne diseases. 

Albanian Water Law

Around springs supplying populations with potable
water are protection areas, where agriculture and
livestock activities, use of fertilisers and pesticides
and other relevant activities are prohibited.

Albanian Water Law

Water use

https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/alb6343E.pdf
https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/alb6343E.pdf
https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/alb6343E.pdf


EUROPEAN UNION LAWS OF NOTE

Requirement Source

At least 55% reduction in GHG emissions by 2030,
compared to 1990 levels

Fit for 55 Legislation

No net GHG emissions by 2050 (first 'climate neutral
continent')

EU Green Deal

Recommendation to reduce emissions in the EU by
90% by 2040

Fit for 55 Legislation

Land-based net carbon removals target of 310m
tonnes CO2e by 2030

LULUCF

Increased renewable energy capacity of a minimum
of 42.5% renewable by 2030

Renewable Energy Directive

Improve energy efficiency by 11.7% by 2030 for
consumers and industry

Renewable Energy Directive

Deliver 320 GW of solar PV by 2025 and almost 600
GW by 2030

EU Solar Energy Strategy

All new cars and vans registered from 2035 will be
zero-emission (55% for cars by 2030, 50% for vans by
2030)

‘Fit for 55’ Legislation

Emissions

In this section we highlight the key laws and regulation changes that may impact the planning of
your sustainability strategy if you are a current member of planning to be a future member of the
EU. These requirements may impact how you currently operate, or you may choose practices
which support ambitious targets and goals. 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_4754
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_4754
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_4754
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_4754
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/renewable-energy/renewable-energy-directive-targets-and-rules/renewable-energy-directive_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/renewable-energy/renewable-energy-directive-targets-and-rules/renewable-energy-directive_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/renewable-energy/solar-energy_en#:~:text=EU%20solar%20energy%20strategy,-As%20part%20of&text=It%20aims%20to%20deliver%20over,EU%2F2023%2F2413).
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/delivering-european-green-deal_en


Requirement Source

No single use plastic cotton buds, cutlery, plates,
straws, stirrers, sticks for balloons, and cups/F&B
containers made of polystyrene and all oxo-
degradable plastic. 

EU Directive on Single Use Plastics

Extended Producer Responsibility schemes to be put
in place for all packaging types by 2024

A New Circular Economy Action Plan

By 2025, the preparing for re-use and the recycling
of municipal waste shall be increased to a minimum
of 55 %, 60% and 65% by weight by 2025, 2030 and
2035 respectively

EU Waste Framework Directive

EU members required to set up separate collection
of textiles by 1 Jan 2025

Amendment to Waste Directive

The Landfill Directive (1999/31/EC as amended by
Directive (EU) 2018/850) requires to limit the
landfilling of municipal waste to 10 % of the
generated municipal waste by 2035. 

Landfill Directive

Restrictions on landfilling of all waste that is suitable
for recycling or material/energy recovery from 2030,
including the recalculation of waste targets based on
performance with recommended action plans to be
completed every 3 years prior to the target date

EU Directive on Landfill of Waste

Maximum 10% of waste to landfill by 2035 (to be
reviewed by 31st December 2024)

Recycling and reuse of bio-waste to be increased to
70% by 2030.

Food waste generation should be reduced by 30%
by 2025 and 50% by 2030

Biodegradable waste

Materials and waste

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2019/904/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1583933814386&uri=COM:2020:98:FIN
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/waste-and-recycling/implementation-waste-framework-directive_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32018L0851
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/waste-and-recycling/landfill-waste_en#:~:text=The%20Landfill%20Directive%20aims%20to,rigorous%20operational%20and%20technical%20requirements.
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:31999L0031
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/waste-and-recycling/biodegradable-waste_en


Requirement Source

3 billion additional trees to be planted in EU by 2030 The European Green Deal

Enlargement of existing Natura 2000 areas,
establishing EU wide network of protected areas on
land and at sea (at least 30% of land and sea in
Europe by 2030)

EU Biodiversity Strategy

Codes of good agricultural practice developed by
EU countries to be implemented by farmers on a
voluntary basis. On top of the codes of good
agricultural practice other measures such as
limitation of fertiliser types/strength/quantities (170
kg N/ha/yr) to be made compulsory

Nitrates Directive

The Law on Plant Nutrition and Soil Improvers for
technical regulations on use of fertilisers and on
Plant Protection laws, including controlling the use of
pesticides. EU wide targets to reduce the use and
risk of chemical pesticides by 50% in 2030.
Environmentally friendly pest control
Ban on all pesticides in sensitive area (in accordance
with Natura 2000)

Sustainable Use of Pesticides

Reduce nutrient losses by at least 50% by 2030
whilst maintaining soil fertility. Reduce the use and
risk of chemical pesticides by 2030. Reduce fertiliser
use by at least 20% by 2030

Farm to Fork Strategy

Land management

https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/biodiversity-strategy-2030_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/water/nitrates_en#:~:text=The%20Nitrates%20Directive%20requires%20EU,50%20mg%2Fl%20of%20nitrates.
https://food.ec.europa.eu/plants/pesticides/sustainable-use-pesticides_en
https://food.ec.europa.eu/horizontal-topics/farm-fork-strategy_en


Requirement Source

EU member states must monitor the quality of water
to identify areas that drain into polluted/risk of
pollution waters, which could then result in Nitrate
Vulnerable Zones being detected and changes to
agricultural activities and more regulations in that
area. This includes freshwater bodies that are
eutrophic/could become (if no action taken)
eutrophic, surface freshwaters used/intended for
drinking water that contains/could contain >50 mg/L
of nitrates, and groundwater that contains/could
contain >50 mg/L of nitrates. 

Nitrates Directive

All surface and groundwater water bodies to achieve
a 'good' quality status by 2027 

Water Quality Targets

Abstraction (or removal/diversion) of water from a
river, lake, stream, spring, groundwater well,
borehole or estuary required an abstraction licence
with the EPA if more than 25 cubic metres will be
extracted per day.

Abstractions Licensing

Licenses over 250m3 per day will be reviewed for
risk to the Water Framework Directive objectives and
the EPA will be notified.

Abstractions Licensing

Water use

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1561542776070&uri=CELEX:01991L0676-20081211
https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/ire178632.pdf
https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/ire178632.pdf


WORLDWIDE LAWS OF NOTE

In this section we highlight key worldwide environmental laws and frameworks which may be
useful when considering your sustainability strategy. These frameworks and laws are the
foundations of global action and may be useful as part of your introduction to explain the
environmental aspects of sustainability. 

In addition to these key frameworks and laws, you may find it useful to consider national
frameworks to tie your strategy to. 

UN Sustainable Development Goals

The UN Sustainable Development Goals are a very helpful framework which bring together all
aspects of sustainability and are used by both countries and organisations. Behind each goal are a
series of targets and requirements to achieve a sustainable works by 2030. It can be useful to
select specific goals to align to your strategy and demonstrate how your federation will contribute
to a sustainable future. All of the logos and goals can be downloaded for use in your strategy
here. 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/news/communications-material/


The Kyoto Protocol

The Kyoto Protocol is an international agreement that commits industrialised nations to
significantly reduce their GHG emissions, based on scientific consensus on anthropogenic
climate change, in accordance with agreed individual targets.  The Convention itself asks
those countries to adopt policies and measures on mitigation and to report periodically.
The targets for the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol cover emissions of the six
main greenhouse gases (CO2, CH4, N2O, HFCs, PFCs and SF6). 

COP 21 Paris Agreement

The Paris Agreement's central aim is to strengthen the global response to the threat of climate
change by keeping a global temperature rise this century well below 2 degrees Celsius above
pre-industrial levels and to pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase even further to 1.5
degrees Celsius. The UN Sustainable Development Goals form part of the 2015 Paris Climate
Agreement. 

1997

2015

The Kumming-Montreal Framework

The Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) was adopted during the fifteenth
meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP 15) following a four year consultation and
negotiation process. This historic Framework, which supports the achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals and builds on the Convention’s previous Strategic Plans, sets
out an ambitious pathway to reach the global vision of a world living in harmony with nature
by 2050. Among the Framework’s key elements are 4 goals for 2050 and 23 targets for 2030. 

2022

The Montreal Protocol

The Montreal Protocol is a global agreement to protect the stratospheric ozone layer by phasing
out the production and consumption of ozone depleting substances (ODS), which were commonly
used in refrigerators, air conditioning and aerosols. The first reductions by developed countries
began in 2019. Developing countries will follow with a freeze of HFC consumption levels in 2024
and in 2028 for some nations.

1987

https://unfccc.int/kyoto_protocol#:~:text=The%20Kyoto%20Protocol%2C%20like%20the,the%20impacts%20of%20climate%20change.
https://unfccc.int/most-requested/key-aspects-of-the-paris-agreement#:~:text=The%20Paris%20Agreement's%20central%20aim,further%20to%201.5%20degrees%20Celsius.
https://www.cbd.int/gbf
https://www.unep.org/ozonaction/who-we-are/about-montreal-protocol

